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Town of Miami Lakes Blasting Advisory Board (BAB)
2024 Summary of Accomplishments and Initiatives




2024 Accomplishments:

State-Level Engagement:

¢ InFebruary, participated in the inaugural Tallahassee workshop addressing blasting
issues, marking a milestone in statewide collaboration.

Municipal Outreach and Advocacy:

¢ Engaged with key municipalities, including Homestead, Doral and Miramar, to align
efforts and build coalitions.

e Established partnerships with the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce and Miami
Realtors Association to expand support for blasting reforms.

Public Awareness Campaigns by individual members: (outside of committee)

e Partnered with Councilmember Steven Herzberg to design and distribute impactful,
easy-to-understand collateral that vividly illustrates the tangible effects of blasting
on affected communities. The materials were intentionally crafted to be accessible
to individuals of all literacy levels, ensuring the message resonates with a wide
audience.

Strategic Community Engagement:

¢ Boosted resident awareness through targeted social media campaigns and
collaborations with HOA and PSN Civic Associations.

e Supported the City of Miramar by creating tailored materials to aid their
presentation to the council.

e Actively monitored and advised on the FDOT Miami-Gardens Drive expansion
project, ensuring resident concerns were prioritized.

On-Going Initiatives

¢ Town Council Advocacy: BAB continues to work closely with the Town Council to
address and implement the BAB recommendations.

o Legislative Efforts: Supported State Representative Fabricio’s draft bill addressing
blasting concerns.

Challenges Addressed

Attendance and Quorum Issues:

¢ Recommended reinstating the original attendance policy to mitigate quorum
challenges and ensure uninterrupted progress.



e Actions:

« Seekaformal legal opinion on potential legal actions to safeguard affected
residents.

e Facilitate continued outreach to local and state stakeholders.

e Coordinate a second delegation trip to Tallahassee (March 2025) to reinforce
legislative advocacy.

Building Collaborative Solutions:

e Advocate for the Town’s support in organizing a regional workshop, bringing
municipalities and the County together to formulate a cohesive action plan.

o Leverage the expertise of past Chair Miguel Martinez, who has rejoined the BAB, to
drive strategic initiatives.

Call for Support

BAB requests the Town's assistance in allocating resources for hosting the proposed
workshop and other critical initiatives, ensuring sustained momentum and impactful
results for our community.
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BLASTING AQUIFER WATER IS THOSE AFFECTED BY BLASTING
LIMEROCK THE CONDUIT FOR SPECIAL-NEEDS POPULATION, RESIDENCES,
QUARRY BLAST ENERGY BUSINESSES, PUBLIC SAFETY & INFRASTRUCTURE.




THE IMPACT OF ROCK MINE BLASTING

SOURCE: THE ORIGIN OF THE PROBLEM

Rock mine blasting involves the use of explosives to extract limestone from quarries.
The process creates significant vibrations, noise, and airborne particulates that
extend far beyond the immediate blast site.

The blasting operations are concentrated in Miami-Dade County, often in close
proximity to residential communities and public infrastructure.

CONDUIT/ENERGY: HOW THE PROBLEM SPREADS

Ground Vibrations: Blasting generates seismic waves that travel through the earth,
causing cracks in homes, roads, and infrastructure.

Limestone exists within the Biscayne Aquifer. The water in the Aquifer carries the
energy wave great distances with little decay.

Airborne Disturbances: Explosions release dust and debris, impacting air quality and
posing health risks for residents.

RECIPIENTS: THOSE AFFECTED BY BLASTING

Disruption to Special-Needs Populations: The loud, repetitive blasts can severely
affect individuals with sensory sensitivities, such as those on the autism spectrum or
those with anxiety disorders, leading to increased stress, panic attacks, and a
diminished quality of life.

Deterioration of Mental Health: The unpredictable nature of the blasting
exacerbates anxiety and stress disorders, creating a chronic sense of unease and a
lack of control over one’s environment for affected residents.

Devaluation of Real Estate: The persistent seismic activity damages homes and
infrastructure, leading to costly repairs, decreased property values, and making
properties less desirable in affected areas.

Compromised Property Safety: Vibrations from blasting weaken components,
causing cracks throughout the structure, reducing the safety of buildings and
increasing the risk of significant failures over time.

Damage to Roads and Infrastructure: The repeated ground tremors contribute to
road degradation, creating sinkholes and cracks that jeopardize the safety of drivers
and increase municipal repair costs.

While rock mining operations are currently confined to the Lakebelt region of Miami-
Dade County, the impact of mine rock blasting extends far beyond this area. Residents
across western Miami-Dade County and southwest Broward County are experiencing
frequent, earthquake-like tremors caused by the blasting. This seismic activity is
causing significant damage, ranging from cosmetic cracks to structural issues,
impacting homes, businesses, and critical infrastructure.

We urge you to stand with us to demand solutions in Tallahassee. By working together
as municipalities and residents, we can send a unified message for responsible and
reasonable reform.
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